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TV host, author to serve as 
EMU's MLK Jr. Celebration 
keynote speaker 
By Ron Podell 
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Keith Boykin, the editor of The Daily Voice online news site, a CNBC 
contributor, a BET TV host and a New York Times best-selling author of 
three books, will be the keynote speaker for Eastern Michigan University's 
2010 Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration Jan. 18, 2010. 
Boykin will give his keynote address at 10 a.m. in the Student Center 
Auditorium and provide brief comments at the President's Luncheon at 
11:45 a.m. in the Student Center Ballroom. This year's theme is "The 
Dream: (insert your own name here)." 
"The MLK Committee liked the 
choice of Mr. Boykin for many 
reasons," said Kay Woodie!, 
director of diversity and 
community involvement at EMU. 
"He will appeal to a diverse 
audience. Academics will 
recognize his three New York 
Times' best-selling books. 
Additionally, he was named one 
of the top instructors when he 
taught political science at 
American University in 
Washington. The fact that he 
attended law school with 
President Barack Obama and 
served in the White House as a 
special assistant to President Bill 
Clinton will appeal to members 
of our Washtenaw County 
community. Most importantly, 
our students will be drawn to his 
impressive political resume. He 
is a veteran of no less than six 
MLK KEYNOTE: Keith Boykin, a TV 
host, editor and author, will be the 
keynote speaker for EMU's Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration Jan. 18, 
2010. 
political campaigns and worked on his first congressional campaign while 
still in high school." 
Educated at Dartmouth and Harvard, Boykin attended law school with 
President Barack Obama and served in the White House as a special 
assistant to President Bill Clinton. 
Boykin has been actively involved in progressive causes since he worked 
on his first congressional campaign while still a student in high school. He 
is a veteran of six political campaigns, including two presidential 
campaigns. He was named one of the top instructors when he taught 
political science at American University in Washington. 
Boykin has traveled extensively across four continents and, in 1997, 
President Clinton appointed him, along with Coretta Scott King and Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, to the U.S. presidential trade delegation to Zimbabwe. 
He was a star on the 2004 Showtime television series "American 
Candidate" and has since appeared on numerous national media programs 
including "Anderson Cooper 360", "The O'Reilly Factor", "The Tyra Banks 
Show", "The Mantel Williams Show", "Judge Hatchett" and "The Tom 
Joyner Morning Show." 
A founder and first board president of the National Black Justice Coalition, 
Boykin has spoken to audiences, large and small, all across the world. He 
delivered a landmark speech to 200,000 people at the Millennium March 01 
Washington, D.C., and he gave a stirring speech about the AIDS epidemic 
in front of 40,000 people in Chicago's Soldier Field in July 2006. 
Each of Boykin's three books has been nominated for a Lambda Literary 
Award, including his most recent effort, "Beyond the Down Low: Sex, Lies 
and Denial in Black America." Boykin won the Lambda Literary Award for 
his second book, "Respecting The Soul", while his first book, "One More 
River to Cross", is taught in colleges and universities throughout the 
country. 
Boykin is an associate producer of the 2007 feature film, "Dirty Laundry", 
and is working on his fourth book. Born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, 
he currently lives in New York City. 
For a schedule of MLK Jr. Day celebration events, go to 
http://www.emich.edu/mlk/events.html 
Feature 
Dec. 8, 2009 issue 
Approximately 
1,800 expected to 
walk at EMU's 
winter 
commencement 
Dec. 20 
By Ward Mullens 
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Eastern Michigan University alum and television personality Judge Greg E. 
Mathis will be the keynote speaker for commencement Dec. 20, 2 p.m., at 
the Convocation Center. 
Approximately 1,800 students will be eligible to participate in Eastern 
Michigan University's winter commencement ceremony. Approximately 
1,200 undergraduates and 609 graduate students (including 10 doctoral 
candidates) are eligible to participate. 
Doors open at 
12:45 p.m. 
Tickets are 
limited to 
graduates and 
their families 
and friends . 
EMU President 
Susan W. 
Martin will 
preside over 
the 
ceremony. 
Russ Larson, 
professor of 
English 
language and 
literature, will 
serve as the 
grand 
GRADUATION DAY: For approximately 1,800 EMU 
students, graduation is just around the corner. 
Eastern Michigan's winter commencement is 
scheduled Sunday, Dec. 20, at 2 p.m. in the 
Convocation Center. 
marshal for the ceremony. Faculty marshals are Karen and Michael 
Paciorek. Karen is a professor of teacher education, while Michael is a 
professor of health promotion and human performance. 
The EMU Symphonic Band, conducted by John Zastoupil, will provide 
music. The Army ROTC will provide the Color Guard. 
Mathis received his bachelor of science degree from Eastern Michigan 
University in 1983 and received his Juris Doctorate from the University of 
Detroit School of Law in 1987. 
EMU HOMI 
In his efforts to reach out to youths, both in and outside of the courtroom, 
Judge Mathis and his wife, Linda, have assisted thousands of young people 
with their nonprofit agency, Young Adults Asserting Themselves (Y.A.A.T.), 
an outreach initiative that provides youth, ages 17-25, with career and job 
opportunities as well as job training and college enrollment assistance. 
They also have opened five nonprofit preschools in the inner city of Detroit, 
while continuing to raise more than $5 million for a variety of equal justice 
political and youth causes. 
"Judge Mathis" airs locally at 2 p.m. weekdays on WKBD-Channel 50 in 
Detroit. 
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University of 
Michigan professor 
offers insight into 
U.S.-Middle East 
relations 
By Geoff Larcom 
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The difference between the Middle Eastern policies and Arab perception of 
the George Bush and Barack Obama administrations are "like night and 
day," a striking change in action and attitude that has improved American 
relations in this most important region, according to Juan Cole. 
EMU HOM! 
Cole, a professor of history at the University of Michigan, spoke to a crowd 
of about 100 people in the Student Center Auditorium Dec. 3. He is a well­
known blogger and author who has appeared on numerous national 
programs for his insight on Middle East issues. 
Cole, who has traveled to the 
region numerous times, noted 
the reception Obama received 
during speeches in Ankara, 
Turkey, and Cairo, Egypt . 
"He has changed feelings in a 
very significant way," Cole said, 
recalling how people were 
jumping up and down with 
enthusiasm for the president's 
remarks. 
Obama has had some early 
successes and is on the right 
track in a variety of ways in the 
Middle East, said Cole, who has 
repeatedly offered stinging 
criticism of the Bush 
administration's policies in the 
region. 
SOME IMPROVEMENT: Juan Cole, a 
professor of history at the University 
of Michigan, presented "The U.S. and 
the Muslim World Today: An Obama 
Scorecard," Dec. 3 in the Student 
Center. Cole said America has 
Cole, whose visit was sponsored improved relations with Middle 
by the Muslim Students Eastern countries during the Obama 
Association and various administration. Photo by Robert Bunnell 
academic units, said Obama's 
chief challenges in the Middle East include dealing with Iraq, Palestine, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran. 
Cole said Obama has made public relations gains in the Mideast by pulling 
back from the Bush administration doctrine of preemptive war, a 
philosophy that pushed for brisk military solutions in the region. Bush 
squandered much public goodwill in the Middle East, Cole said. 
Contrary to some popular notions, most people in the Mideast want better 
relations with the U.S., Cole said, quoting polls he's studied. People in the 
Middle East want materials and development more than military aid, and Al 
Qaeda is very unpopular, he said. 
The professor praised the reduction of troops in Iraq, along with the 
reduction in war spending for that effort. 
"Obama is leaving," Cole said in reference to the reducing numbers of 
troops in Iraq. "That is what the Arab public wants." 
Obama also has had some success in the volatile country of Pakistan, 
where the Taliban is actually very unpopular, Cole said. He also noted that 
the Palestinian question and Iraq are bigger issues in the Arab world than 
Afghanistan, for which Obama recently announced a troop surge. 
Cole took issue with the Bush concept of an overarching Islamic menace in 
the region, noting that the rapid growth of China and the re-emergence of 
Russia with a potential natural gas monopoly were equally important 
concerns. Going over the region country by country, Cole said that only 
Syria and Iran truly could be considered threats to the U.S. 
Yet, the Middle East will grow in strategic significance in the years to come, 
mainly because of simple demographics. Some estimates say that, by 
2050, the region will have one-third of the world's population. 
A consumer crisis looms, given the region's oil riches and American 
dependence on petroleum, Cole said. America, with its spread-out, 
suburban lifestyle, uses 20 million barrels of oil a day. We have 5 percent 
of the world's population, yet use one-quarter of the globe's petroleum, 
Cole noted. 
The U.S. imports 13 million barrels of oil a day. Thus, oil-rich countries -
such as Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and The United Arab Emirates - that use 
little of that resource become very important. 
Cole thinks oil played a key role in the Bush administration's aggressive 
Iraq policy, yet said acquiring such a pipeline is only a small offset to the 
increasing demand for oil in India and China. 
Cole also took issue with what he called the Bush administration's lack of 
understanding of the sensitivities within the Mideast. The label "Islamic 
Terrorists" is inappropriate and insulting, because it implies that terrorism 
is among the ideals of the Islamic faith. A more correct term would be 
"Muslim terrorists," Cole said. He drew the distinction between the terms 
"Judaic burglar" or "Jewish burglar" in noting the need for precision in such 
labels. 
Bush had America nearly on a war footing with Iran. In fact, Bush seemed 
"to be spoiling for a fight," Cole said. 
Yet, Cole said he doubts Iran is developing a nuclear bomb, given that the 
country is being inspected and that such a device violates Islamic law. Nor 
is Israel in danger of an attack from Iran, given Israel's clear air 
superiority. Cole said a variety of Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad's remarks have been misinterpreted and are not as 
threatening as portrayed, but still called his rule "a horrible regime." 
Cole credited Obama for at least pushing the Israeli government on the 
question of Jewish settlements in Palestinian lands, in contrast to Bush, 
who would not acknowledge Palestinian concerns. But Cole also noted the 
deep-rooted nature of the conflict, which will take years to solve. 
"It's an intractable problem," Cole said. "There is not much to say." 
After the talk, Cole remained to sign copies of the latest of his four books, 
"Engaging the Muslim World." 
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University has plan 
in place to make the 
decision on 
inclement weather 
By Pamela Young 
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Michigan registered a major blast of snow on the west side of the state last 
week, so it won't be long before the southeastern region sees flurries. 
If severe weather threatens Eastern Michigan University, the university 
administration will make the decision to either remain open or close the 
university. Eastern is committed to fulfilling its instructional obligations. 
Nearly 2,900 students live in the residence halls and another 402 live in 
campus apartments. And nearly 8,000 students live within a one-mile 
radius of campus. It is the University's intent to conduct classes as long as 
it can maintain safe conditions on campus and the roads in the immediate 
areas are reasonably passable. 
During a 
weather alert, 
the EMU 
Department 
of Public 
Safety and 
the physical 
plant monitor 
regional 
conditions. 
The police 
department 
stays in 
contact with 
the 
Washtenaw 
Emergency 
Council, and 
receives 
frequent 
updates 
regarding 
weather 
WINTER LAKE HOUSE: This snowy scene of 
University Park and the Lake House is a common 
sight during Michigan winters. If severe weather 
threatens EMU, the University administration will 
make the decision to either remain open or close the 
University. 
conditions and road advisories from the Law Enforcement Information 
Network (LEIN). In making a decision, University administration considers 
the conditions of campus parking lots; the condition of campus roads; the 
availability of uninterrupted electrical service; the condition of local and 
state roads as indicated by road and storm advisories; weather forecasts; 
and ice, wind and severe cold temperatures. 
The decision to remain open or to cancel morning classes (those starting 
before 11:30 a.m.) will be made before 6 a.m., in order to provide 
sufficient time to notify the media. 
The decision to remain open or to cancel afternoon classes (11:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m.) will be made before 9:30 a.m. 
The decision to remain open or to cancel evening classes (those starting at 
5 p.m. or later) will be made before 3 p.m. 
If the decision is made to close the University, the communications 
department and public safety are immediately notified. The 
communications staff will notify the switchboard, WEMU 89.1 FM and other 
media, and will post the information on the EMU Web site. Public Safety 
will disseminate the information through the LEIN. 
Cancellation of programs at off-site locations, athletic events and special 
events will be made on a case-specific basis, and will be announced 
through the communications department and on Eastern's Web site at 
http://www.emich.edu/univcomm/emuclosings.html 
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employees celebrate 
service 
anniversaries this 
month 
By Ron Podell 
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The following Eastern Michigan University employees celebrate service 
anniversaries this month. 
30 years 
Charles Saxon (33 years) professor, computer 
information systems 
Frank Moore (32 years) special grounds equipment 
operator, grounds and custodial, physical plant 
Claudia Galli (31 years), clinical educator, College of 
Education Clinic 
EMU HOMI 
Jo Ann Aebersold (30 years), department head, World ,__ _____ _. 
Languages Galli 
25 years 
Son stein 
services 
Stephen Sonstein (25 years), professor, School of 
Health Sciences 
Diane Jacobs (25 years), physics professor, 
department of physics and astronomy 
15 years 
Jill Finney (15 years), superviser, student business 
Robert Storck (15 years), custodian, support services-housing 
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dies 
By Ron Podell 
EMU HOM! 
1'
;. 
: I 
1J 
' 
Margaret Seabert, a former assistant professor of special education at EMU 
from 1961-74, died Nov. 26 at Superior Woods Healthcare in Superior Twp. 
She was 97. 
Seabert was a supervising teacher in the area of 
orthopedics during her tenure at EMU. She 
received her master's degree from the University 
of Michigan and her bachelor's degree from 
Eastern Michigan University. 
Seabert belonged to Kappa Delta Pi, the National 
Education Association (NEA), the Association for 
Student Teaching and the League of Women 
Voters. 
Survivors include a daughter, Margo Myers of 
Ypsilanti; a son, Charles Seabert of Ypsilanti; six 
grandchildren, 20 great grandchildren and six Seabert 
great-great grandchildren. 
A funeral service took place at Janowiak Funeral Home in Ann Arbor with 
burial at Highland Cemetery. Memorial contributions in her memory can be 
made to the Superior Woods Activities Department. 
EMU HOM! 
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CINDERELLA BALLET: During an elaborate dance sequenc� Cinderella and her prince depart the ba 
to be married while Cinderella's evil stepsisters (far right) cry in despair. The EMU Music and Dane, 
Department presented its annual ballet with the EMU Symphony Orchestra Dec. 4 in Pease Auditorium 
Sherry Jerome directed the dance majors and Kevin Millt=r directed the Symphony Orchestra in , 
performance of Prokofiev's classical ballet "Cinderella." Two morning shows were performed twice fo 
children, in grades one through eight, followed by an evenin1 show for all audiences . 
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ZOMBIELAND: Neuro-toxins ate her brain! Murphy Hammer, an EMU freshman from Pinckney, wa 
part of a zombie crew that presented a display during the Celebration of Student Writing Dec. 3 in th, 
Student Center Ballroom. The annual celebration featured multimedia projects by students in Englisl 
121, EMU's required general education writing course. Projects were based on students' research wor 
in the course. Approximately 1,000 students participated, according to Linda Adler-Kassner, professo 
of English language and literature, and director of EMU's First-Year Writing Program . 
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'TIS THE SEASON: (from left) Chuck Mosher, a police officer with EMU's Department of Public Safet� 
and Shirley Hales and Janice Jones, both University House housekeepers, sample the variety of foo1 
and treats at a holiday reception at University House Dec 1. Eastern Michigan University Presiden 
Susan Martin (in background, far left) hosted the receptions for campus Nov. 30-Dec. 3 • 
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FOCU�lW]J 
EMU HOMI 
CUSWJ 
Dec. 8, 2009 issue 
A LITTLE HELP: Junior Jay Higgins, a new addition to the EMU men's basketball team this year, look 
to pass to a teammate during first-half action against Canisius at the Convocation Center Nov. 30 
Higgins poured in 25 points to lead the Eagles to a 75-58 win, raising EMU's record to 5-2 at the time . 
..... 
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HELP A HOMELESS ANIMAL: {from left) Eastern Michigan University senior Michelle LeMaire o 
Muskegon; freshman Megan DeVoe of Corunna; and sophomore Kristopher Bodes of Detroit, pose wtl 
a food donation made to the The Humane Society of Huron Valley. The Career Services Center i 
collecting items this season for homeless animals housed at the humane society Please bring items o 
food, cleaning, clinic and office supplies to 200 McKenny Hall by Friday, Dec. 18. A complete "wish list 
is available at HSHV.org. For questions, call Sharon in Career Services at 487-11!4 . 
..... 
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During 2009, Eastern Michigan University had 1,950 employees. The following is a brea-<:down of EMU employees 
by category. Pictured below is Jada Wester, administrative assistant, employee relations, in EMU's Human 
Resources Department. 
Faculty/Lecturers 784 
Professional/Technical 390 
Clerical/Secretarial 279 
Administrative professionals 232 
Food/Maintenance 197 
Athletic Coaches 45 
Police 23 
Source: EMU Annual Report 2009 
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The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening 
at Eastern Michigan University. 
• Faculty Council now known as Faculty Senate: The EMU Chapter of 
the American Association of University Professors (AAUP) and the EMU 
administration have signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to 
change the name of the Faculty Council to the Faculty Senate. The MOU 
was necessary because the term "Faculty Council" is part of the contract. 
The Faculty Council passed a motion at its Nov. 4 meeting. The change 
was made because the term "senate" decreases confusion with other 
councils on campus, clarifies that this is an umbrella organization and the 
terminology is consistent with that used at other universities, said Matt 
Evett, a professor of computer science and Faculty Senate president. 
• Student Center extended hours: 
The EMU Student Center will have 
extended building hours on select 
days leading up to finals. The 
modified hours of operation are: 
Tuesday, Dec. 8, through Thursday, 
Dec. 10, 7 a.m. to 2 a.m.; Friday, 
Dec. 11, 7 a.m. to 1 a.m.; 
Saturday, Dec. 12, 8 a.m. to 1 
a.m.; Sunday, Dec. 13, 11 a.m. to 2 
a.m.; and Monday, Dec. 14, EMU Student Center through Thursday, Dec. 17, 7 a.m. 
to 2 a.m. For more information, please contact the University Information 
Center at 487-1157. 
• Marketing Idol: Cheer on EMU College of Business marketing students 
as they present their ideas for promoting EMU basketball in front of a 
celebrity panel of judges in an exciting TV show atmosphere Saturday, 
Dec. 12, 5-6:40 p.m., Convocation Center. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. To 
pre-register, call 487-2282. After Marketing Idol, the EMU men's 
basketball team takes on James Madison, 7 p.m., Convocation Center. 
For more information, call 487-0317. 
Presidential Scholarship 
Competition: EMU will host 
its Presidential Scholarship 
. .....,.,..,.l!illJII Competition Saturday, Dec. 
12, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Student 
Center Ballroom. For more 
information, call 487-6964. Faculty available and interested in 
interviewing Presidential Scholarship Competition students, as part of the 
scholarship selection process, are asked to please contact Kathryn 
Orscheln at korscheln@emich.edu or Jim Knapp jim.knapp@emich.edu 
for details. 
• H1N1 vaccination clinic: An H1N1 vaccination clinic at Eastern 
Michigan University is scheduled Dec. 17, 3-5 p.m., first floor, Snow 
Health Center. Those eligible are children and adolescents (and their 
parents) 6 months throuqh 17 years of aqe. Those children returninq for 
their second dose must bring their vaccination card with them. If this is 
the second vaccination for a child under 10 years of age, this dose will be 
provided free of charge when the original vaccination card is presented. 
The vaccination cost is $ 10 payable by cash, check, student account or 
payroll deduction. The Snow Health Center staff hopes to be able to 
expand the eligibility by this time and also provide satellite clinics at 
other locations across campus. For more information, call 487-1122. 
• Board of Regents to meet Dec. 17: The EMU Board of Regents meets 
Thursday, Dec. 17. The schedule is as follows: Athletic Affairs Committee, 
12:45-1:30 p.m., 201 Welch; Faculty Affairs Committee, 12:45-1:30 
p.m., 205 Welch; Student Affairs Committee, 1:45-2:30 p.m., 201 
Welch; Educational Policies Committee, 1:45-2:30 p.m., 205 Welch; 
Finance and Audit Committee, 2:45-3:30 p.m., 201 Welch; Regular 
meeting and communications section, 3 :45 p.m., 201 Welch. For more 
infomation, call Jackie Kurtz at 487-2410. 
• Holiday gifts for homeless animals: The Career Services Center is 
collecting urgently needed supplies for shelter animals. Dry or canned 
dog and cat food, cat litter, cleaning and clinic supplies ("wish list" 
available at hshv.or_g ). Donations will be taken to the Humane Society of 
Huron Valley. A donation box is located in room 200, McKenny Hall, until 
Dec. 18. For more information, call Sharon at 487-1194 or e-mail 
sbalduf@emich.edu. 
• Business Plan 
Competition: The 
Center for 
Entrepreneurship at 
EMU is "Open For 
Business" and accepting 
entries for the 2010 
Skandalaris Business 
Plan Competition. The 
deadline to submit an 
entry form is Dec. 18. 
(Actual plans are due in 
January). University and 
community college 
students will compete 
along with high school 
students in separate 
categories for nearly 
$5,000 in prize money. 
Plans will be judged by 
EMU professors, local 
THE FUTURE OF BUSINESS: David Mielke 
(far right) dean of EMU's College of 
Business, poses with business students 
from Bowing Green State University at this 
year's Skandalaris Business Plan 
Competition. The entry deadline for the 
2010 competition is Dec. 18. 
business leaders and business counselors. The competition will take place 
in conjunction with the Sesi Midwest Entrepreneurship Conference Feb. 
12, 2010. Chosen finalists will present their plans at the conference, 
which takes place at the EMU Student Center. All entries require a signed 
advisory form and the completion of an official entry form. All forms, 
including eligibility and requirements, can be viewed online at 
http :}/www.cob.emich.edu/include/templatesubpa_ge.cfm? 
id= l l lS&preview= l.. For details, contact Paul A. Nucci at 487-0902. 
Charles McGee at 85: "Energy - Charles McGee 
at 85," a 60-year retrospective of Charles 
McGee's art, will be on display through Dec. 19, 
in Ford and University galleries. His work 
addresses the current environmental crisis and 
calls for respect among all ethnic, racial and 
religious groups. McGee has work displayed in 
hundreds of museums, private collections and 
MCGEE MAGIC: This oil-on- galleries, including the Detroit Institute of Arts 
masonite work, "Praying and the Charles H. Wright Museum of African 
Mother With Children," is American History. McGee received The Kresge 
part of the Charles McGee Foundation Award, which came with a $50,000 
art exhibit on display at prize, in December 2008. For more information, 
Ford and University call 487-1077 or 487-0465. 
galleries through Dec. 19. 
• MLK Humanitarian Awards: The MLK Planning 
Committee is now accepting nominations for the student and non-student 
MLK Humanitarian Awards. Awards will be presented during the MLK 
luncheon. Nominations should be sent or dropped off to the Department 
of Diversity and Community Involvement, room 340 C, Student Center. 
For questions, contact Kay Woodiel at 487-6790 or e-mail 
dwoodiel@emich.edu. The deadline for nominations is Friday, January 8, 
2010, at 5 p.m. Criteria for both nominations can be found at 
http ://www.emich �du_Lml�humanitarian. html 
• Brighten your mood: Don't be SAD during 
the winter months. Brighten your mood. Light 
therapy is available at Counseling and 
Psychological Services to help you deal with 
Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD), which can 
result in having feelings of emptiness, less 
energy, excessive eating and sleeping, and 
weight gain. For questions about the free light 
therapy, call 487-1 1 18 or go to 
www.emich.edu/uhs}counseling.html. 
• Voluntary retirement savings limits: The 
IRS has announced the elective deferral 
maximum 403(b) & 457(b) limits for calendar 
year 2010. Participants in 403 (b) and 457 (b) 
plans will be able to contribute up to $16,500 
to the plans in 2010, which is the same as the 
2009 maximum limit. Under the 2010 
SUNNY SIDE: An EMU 
student does some 
reading while also 
taking in some light 
therapy. Light therapy 
is available at EMU's 
Counseling and 
Psychological 
Services. 
maximum contribution rates, the dollar limitation for catch-up 
contributions for individuals age 50 or over remains unchanged at 
$5,500. Salary Reduction Agreements for 2010 are available on the 
Human Resources (Staff) Web site. Now is the time to review your 
maximum limit for 2010. Print off the appropriate form at 
www.emich.edu/hr}hrforms}index.html, complete it and return it to the 
Benefits Office, lovated in room 140 in McKenny Hall. The annual 
compensation limit remains unchanged at $245,000. For additional 
information, contact the Benefits Office at 487-3195. 
• Retirement savings made easy and green: Saving for your 
retirement has been made easy for EMU staff and faculty. Employees are 
eligible to participate in either a TIAA-CREF 403 (b) or 457 (b) voluntary 
retirement savings plan. Now, only a salary reduction agreement, found 
at www.emich.edu/hrjhrforms,lindex.html, is required to start payroll 
deductions to one or both of these plans. You will automatically be 
default enrolled in an age appropriate LifeCycle Fund, as of the pay 
period indicated on your agreement. Once enrolled and pre-taxed 
deductions are made, you can go online to www.tiaa-cref.org/emich and 
select other investment options as well as indicate your beneficiary 
designation. Complete the salary reduction agreement and get started 
with as little as $200 a year. For more information, contact the Benefits 
Office at 487-3195. 
• Employee payroll exemptions: If you are an EMU employee who wants 
to change your payroll exemption status (per Internal Revenue Service 
regulations) or withholding allowances for 2010, you are required to 
comolete a new federal W-4 Form called the Emolovee's Withholdinq 
Allowance Certificate. If you are not making a change, you do not need to 
take any action. You can link to the Federal W-4 Form from the Payroll 
Department Web site at 
http://www.emich.edu/controller/finserv/payroll/forms.htm, link directly 
to the IRS Web site at http:ljwww.irs._g_9vJ, or obtain a copy of the form 
in the Payroll Office in Room 104 of Hover. For questions, call the Payroll 
Office at '487-2393. 
